
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 16, 2012 
Title:  “Therefore Let Us Draw Near” 
Text:  Hebrews 10:19-25 
Theme: Jesus Christ has opened the way for His people to enter into the presence of God 

with confidence. 
 

Introduction:  
Have you ever been afraid of a parent or caused someone you love to fear you because of your 
behavior or words?  Unfortunately, many of us have had the experience of causing fear or of 
fearing someone?  Our desire is for the object of our affection, but somehow things get turned 
around and distorted so there is fear instead of love.  This same idea exists within our own 
relationship with God.  Our approach should be marked by confidence and boldness, but 
because of our behavior or words we fear.   
 

This text tells us how we can come and why such an approach is appropriate.  Three 
invitations are extended.  My desire is that we would explore the wonderful truths contained 
in our text as they speak directly to our relationship with God. 
 

We cannot forget that what we are about to read is addressed to those who were falling away 
and turning back.  We have no need to shrink back.  Many see the author moving from 
establishing the superiority of Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the shadow to what this means 
in the life of the believer. 
 

The exhortations are of interest.  Each is built on what is true.  The confidence and certainty 
this text says we can have seems counter to our own tentative and fragile existence we 
superimpose on our relationship with God.  There is an assumption of confidence embraced 
by the author.  We are to have confidence in our approach because of two great truths.  And 
because those truths are unchanging we can be exercised in three distinct areas.  This is what 
we will consider in this passage. 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 

The Epistle to the Hebrews 
Consider Jesus Our Great High Priest 

INSTRUCTION 
Hebrews 1-10:18 

EXHORTATION 
Hebrews 10:19-13 

Superior Person  
of Christ 

Hebrews 1:1-4:13 

Superior Priest  
in Christ 

Hebrews 4:14-10:18 

Superior Life 
In Christ 

Hebrews 10:19-13 

BETTER THAN 
PERSON 

Hebrews 1:1-4:13 

BETTER 
PRIESTHOOD 
Heb 4:14-7:28 

BETTER 
COVENANT 
Heb 8:1-13 

BETTER 
SACRIFICE 
Heb 9:1-10:18 

BETTER 
LIFE 

MAJESTY OF  CHRIST MINISTRY OF CHRIST MINISTERS FOR CHRIST 

DOCTRINE DUTY 

DATE WRITTEN: 
ca. 64-68AD 
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The author now gives a second (the first in Heb 8:1-6) resumé of the five arguments concerning the 
superior priestly work of Christ (Heb 10:19-25) coupled with an earnest exhortation like that in Heb 4:14-
16, with which he began the discussion, before he proceeds to treat at length the fifth and last one, the 
better promises in Christ (Heb 10:26-12:3).1 

 
Outline: 
 

I. The basis for our approach – we have a great high priest (vv. 19-21) 
 

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new 
and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God, (Heb. 10:19-21) 

 
The writer began this section on the superiority of Christ High Priesthood with almost identical invitation 
in Heb 4:16 and his desire is that this Truth might Transform our walk and cause a response.2 

 
Let us not forget how foreign this idea is to the first century mind.  No Jewish (or for that 
matter Gentile) believer thought of entering into the Holy of Holies.  This text says we can do 
what only the high priest could do once a year, and that with fear and trembling. 
 

The word rendered boldness-- parrhsian-- properly means, boldness of speech, or freedom, where one 
speaks all that he thinks, See Barnes for Ac 4:13; and then it means boldness in general, license, authority, 
pardon. Here the idea is, that before Christ died and entered into heaven, there was no such access to the 
throne of grace as man needed. Man had no offering which he could bring that would make him 
acceptable to God. But now the way was open. Access was free for all, and all might come with the 
utmost freedom.3 

 
Everything the author has said from 4:14 through 10:18 is encapsulated in the following three 
verses. 
 

A. The basis for our approach rests on the blood of Jesus (v. 19b). 
 
His blood cuts a new and living way into the Holy of Holies (v. 20).  Although some see our 
Christian faith as a bloody thing laced with abuse and victimization, the text of Scripture 
speaks of gifting and deliverance, sacrifice and rescue.  There is no needless dying or 
meaningless movements.  Each step is marked by divine intent and celebrated with unbridled 
joy.  There is soberness and weight to what unfolds, but it is neither morbid nor soiled. 

 
In the preface to the book Precious Blood, Richard Phillips writes, “At the very heart of our Christian faith 
is a precious red substance; the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” To read the Bible with any seriousness 
and sober discernment is to see that the shedding of blood or the implications of it is on practically every 
page. If the history of redemption is a story told in pictures, the blood of Christ is the paint with which 
that story is told. 
 
Christianity is filled with blood. More than anything else, the blood of Christ is spoken of as 
accomplishing for us the grand benefits that belong to salvation: We have been purchased by His blood 
(Acts 20:28). We have propitiation by His blood (Rom. 3:25). We have been justified by his blood (Rom. 
5:9). We have redemption through His blood (Eph. 1:7). We who were afar off have been brought near by 
His blood (Eph. 2:13). We have peace through His blood (Col. 1:20). Our consciences are purified by His 
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blood (Heb. 9:13). We are sanctified through His blood (Heb. 13:12). We are ransomed by His blood (1 
Peter 1:19). We have been set free from sin by His blood (Rev. 1:5). These and many other benefits remind 
us that the blood of Christ is central to all we are as a redeemed people. Therefore, it should not be 
surprising that as recipients of God’s gracious salvation through the person and work of Christ, we 
preach, pray, and even sing of the wonderful power of the blood. As the songwriter wrote:4 
 
There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Immanuel’s vein, where sinners plunged beneath its flood, lose all 
their guilty stain. 

 
In the absence of such divinely ordered intent, hope would be forever lost. 
 

B. The basis for our approach rests on Jesus as our great high priest (v. 21). 
 
Friends, there can be no other way.  This is the great dividing line.  As we celebrate ADVENT, 
this is what we encounter; anything less than this is a repudiation of the gospel.  There is a 
singular way to God and it passes through the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Although we 
might chaff at its dogmatism, this narrow way (Matt. 7:12-14) is walled in by the loving arms 
of God.  We walk on a path that is marked by love, acceptance, forgiveness, favor and 
unacknowledged service.  Some might be ignorant of God’s love, but when those who know 
this Story in pieces and simply dismiss it as the opinion of fertile minds, it is a travesty of this 
truth.  To profess Christianity without this Christ is something mythical and without 
substance.  It is telling the thirsty to drink sand or the hungry to eat pictures.  Not only can 
such activity not satisfy the need, but it is ultimately cruel and terminal. 
 
The invitation by God has no strings attached.  It is without cost.  God does not invite us to 
sign on the dotted line only to miss the fine print.  The only “aha” moment is when we realize 
the magnitude and enormity of God’s gift.  It is from this basis we move into the invitation. 
 

The apostle, having now finished the doctrinal part of his epistle, and fully shown the superiority of 
Christ to all men and angels, and the superiority of his priesthood to that of Aaron and his successors, the 
absolute inefficacy of the Jewish sacrifices to make atonement for sin, and the absolute efficacy of that of 
Christ to make reconciliation of man to God, proceeds now to show what influence these doctrines 
should have on the hearts and lives of those who believe in his merits and death.5 

 
II. A three-fold invitation to enjoy God (vv. 22-25). 

 
Although there are three distinct statements, we should not strain at the gnat and miss the 
larger idea.  There is significant overlap and progression.  The idea of drawing near to God 
and assembling with others are almost synonymous acts.  Although we endeavor to separate 
the two actions, they are intertwined.  Some think they do not need the Church, while others 
think coming to church is an act devoid of God.  I draw near to God in going to the assembly.  
The middle invitation “confession of faith” is something held in common with others.  Thus 
the entire idea of individualism is embedded in community.  My relationship with God is 
shaped, fleshed out and expressed in and through community.  Our frustration with 
relationships and the failure of our church and others in cultivating community makes us want 
to believe we can do it alone, but this is not the gospel.  We should stop thinking no one cares 
and start caring.  We should stop thinking people are not friendly and be friendly.  We should 
stop thinking our church is not welcoming and start welcoming.  The gospel is within 
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community and working out community.  With this in mind let us consider the invitation to 
enjoy God. 
 

A. Let us draw near (v. 22) 
 

22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from 
an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. (Heb. 10:22) 

 
The text tells us we can enjoy God without fear or reservation.  Do not be afraid or hesitate to 
take full advantage of God.  You cannot exploit God.  He cannot be played or conned.  You 
will not “hood-wink” God.  We often eat a meal while watching our two-year-old 
granddaughter, Anne.  When Anne eats she has a tendency to pack her mouth full of food as if 
she can either hurry up the process or if she doesn’t grab everything at once she is in fear of 
losing it.  I’m not sure of her motive, but I also know that although she can eat in such a 
manner, it is probably not best.  Normally her eyes begin to water and her face turns red as she 
begins to realize the need to breath and the impediment the food is causing in her air intake.  
So even though she can eat all she desires and wants, we often help her by putting restraints 
on her actions.  She need not fear us.  Our desires are only for her growth and protection.  We 
love Anne Avery Griffiths. 
 
Our relationship with God is like this.  God has before us a banquet table of delectable 
activities and shadow delights and if we so desire we can stuff our mouths full, but at some 
point our eyes begin to water and our faces turn red as we realize the need to breath and the 
impediment the shadow is causing in our ability to breath and to simply enjoy the experience.  
Whatever restraint you “feel,” know it is God simply protecting you from yourself and His 
desire for you to fully enjoy His presence. 
 
The word for drawing near is simple in meaning.  Simply put it means “to come.”  The 
coming, however, is one of believing Jesus as the Christ. 
 

proserchomai 
Heb. 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need. 
Heb. 7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them. {to the...: or, evermore} 
Heb. 10:1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers [those who 
draw near] thereunto perfect. 
Heb. 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
Heb. 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
Heb. 12:18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto 
blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 
Heb. 12:22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, (KJV) 

 
The coming is complimented by the phrase “full assurance of heart.” 
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plerophoria 

Col. 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 
assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of 
Christ; 
1 Thess. 1:5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
Heb 6:11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope 
unto the end: 
Heb 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. (KJV) 
 
plerophoreo 

Luke 1:1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which 
are most surely believed among us, 
Rom. 4:21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 
Rom. 14:5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man 
be fully persuaded in his own mind.  
2 Tim. 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof 
of thy ministry.  
2 Tim. 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching 
might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the 
lion.  (KJV) 

 
The text tells us that we can and should draw near.  This is the assumption the author is 
working from.  It is because our hearts have been sprinkled clean and our bodies washed with 
pure water that we can draw near with a full assurance of heart. 
 

1. Our hearts have been sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
 
Both the cleansing and washing are perfect passive.  There was a point in time when our souls 
where acted on and made clean.  This stuff is nuts!  And I’m pretty sure that means “great!” 
 

Heb. 9:14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  
 
Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience. Perfect passive participle of rantizô. An evident 
allusion to the sprinkling of blood in the old tabernacle (Heb 9:18-22) and the shedding of Christ's blood 
for the cleansing of our consciences (Heb 10:1-4). Cf. 1Pe 1:2 for "the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ." 6 

 
There is a cleansing that takes place whose efficacy is often misunderstood and understated. 
 

Heb. 9:13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling (rhantizo) those who 
have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 
Heb. 9:19 For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the 
Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and 
sprinkled (rhantizo) both the book itself and all the people, 
Heb. 9:21 And in the same way he sprinkled (rhantizo) both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the 
ministry with the blood. 
Heb. 10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
(rhantizo) clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
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Heb. 12:24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled (rhantismos) blood, which 
speaks better than the blood of Abel. 
1 Pet. 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey 
Jesus Christ and be sprinkled (rhantismos) with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest 
measure. 

 
2. Our bodies have been washed with pure water 

 
Our body washed with pure water. Perfect passive (or middle) of louô, old verb to bathe, to wash.7 

 
There are three words used for “wash” in the following verses.  They appear to be synonyms 
(louo, nipto, and pluno). 
 

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and 
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it. 
(Matt. 27:24) 
 
And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first washed before dinner. (Luke 11:38) 
 
7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way 
therefore, and washed, and came seeing. . . 11 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, 
and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, 
and I received sight. . . 15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said 
unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. (John 9:7, 11, 15) 
 
10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye 
are clean, but not all. . . 12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set 
down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? . . . 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, 
have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. (John 13:10, 12, 14) 
 
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor. 6:11) 
 
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. (Heb. 10:22) 
 
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, (Rev. 1:5) 
 
And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (Rev. 7:14) 

 
God’s first invitation is for us to enjoy Him. The author begins to turn our attention away from 
individual to corporate with the second aspect of the invitation. 
 

B. Let us hold fast (v. 23) 
 

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; (Heb. 
10:23) 
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The word for “holding fast” is full of “energy.”  It is used of being seized by a disease and of 
grabbing someone and keeping them from moving forward (Luke 4:42).  It is used of unlawful 
seizure (Matt. 21:38). 
 

Matt. 21:38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 
Luke 4:42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the people sought him, 
and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart from them. 
Luke 8:15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the 
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 
Luke 14:9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with 
shame to take the lowest room. 
John 5:4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever 
then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 
Heb. 3:6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 
Heb. 3:14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto 
the end; 
Heb. 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 
(KJV) 

 
Our common confession is how we view and what we say about HIM.  There is a commonly 
held body of truth as it relates to who Jesus is and what He has done. 
 

The word omologia, from omou, together, and logov, a word, implies that general consent that was 
among Christians on all the important articles of their faith and practice; particularly their 
acknowledgment of the truth of the Gospel, and of Jesus Christ, as the only victim for sin, and the only 
Saviour from it.8 

 
Here the confession is a noun where as in 1 John 1:9 it is a verb.  But it simply means a word 
agreed upon and held in common.  We are a part of an innumerable host of people both past 
and present here and abroad who hold to this singular truth concerning Jesus Christ as the one 
and only great high priest. 
 
This text tells us why we can and should hold fast.  The reason why we hold fast is because He 
who promised is faithful. 
 

The eternal life, which is the object of your hope, is promised to you by him who cannot lie; as he then is 
faithful who has given you this promise, hold fast the profession of your hope.9 

 
We can hold fast to this enormous truth of His high priestly role because He is faithful to carry 
out His duties and responsibilities.  This passage continues to unfold how we are to enjoy the 
presence of God. 
 

C. Let us consider one another (vv. 24, 25) 
 

24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the 
day drawing near. (Heb. 10:24, 25) 
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To “stimulate” (noun) is used only twice in the NT, here and in Acts 15:39.  There appears to 
be significant “heat” in the word “stimulate.” 
 

39 And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so 
Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; (Acts 15:39, KJV) 

 
The verb form is used twice as well. 
 

Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly 
given to idolatry.  (Acts 17:16) 
 
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; (1 Cor. 
13:5, KJV) 

 
The words eiv paroxusmon, to the provocation, are often taken in a good sense, and signify excitement, 
stirring up, to do any thing laudable, useful, honourable, or necessary.10 
 

Although I believe the assembling can be more than the local gathering, I do not believe it is 
less than this.  I continue to marvel at the indifference of some toward the local church and the 
necessary gathering that needs to take place on a weekly basis. 
 
The provocation is toward loving one another and/or through good works.  The gathering 
should provoke you in loving one another and serving others.   
 
This text tells us why we can and should consider one another.  A reason why we attend to 
these things is because of the real danger of drifting (Heb. 2:1). 
 

Already some Christians had formed the habit of not attending public worship, a perilous habit then and 
now.11 
 
Those who relinquish Christian communion are in a backsliding state; those who backslide are in danger 
of apostasy.  To prevent this latter, the apostle speaks the awful words following.12 

 
I am not comfortable with nor do I use the language of “backsliding.”  However, the danger of 
shrinking back is scriptural.  Verse 26 starts the fourth warning passage.  The antidote to 
shrinking back is attending church.   
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Do you realize everything has been provided for you to enjoy God? 
2. Do you realize God wants you to enjoy Him? 
3. Do you realize His invitation to draw near is tied into the gathering? 
4. Friends, let us not forsake the gathering of ourselves together and let us use the 

commuion of the people to encourage and provoke one another to love each other by 
serving one another. 
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